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Wayne Orin Southwick, M.D.
Wayne Orin Southwick was born on February 6, 1923 in Lincoln, Nebraska,
and raised 40 miles to the southwest in Friend, where his grandfather had settled just
afterNebraskabecamea state in 1867. Following his two olderbrothers, Wayne graduat-
ed in 1941 from high school in Friend. He then received his B.A. in 1945 and M.D. in
1947, both from the University ofNebraska, butnotbefore marrying Jessie Ann Seacrest
in 1944. Fred, Steven and Marciajoined thefamily over thenextfive years.
The Southwicks came East in 1947, and Wayne spent three years as a house
officer at Boston City Hospital, including an internship in internal medicine and two
years on the Harvard Surgical Service. His residency in orthopaedic surgery at Johns
Hopkins was interrupted by active duty in the Navy, including service at Bethesda Naval
Hospital and assignment to the hospital ship Repose which received battle casualties
from the Korean Conflict. This particular experience profoundly influenced Wayne, both
in terms ofhis long-term interest in the treatment ofopen fractures as well as his dedica-
tion topublic service, especially in underdeveloped countries.
After completing his residency in 1955, Wayne remained at Hopkins as an
assistant professor, working with his early role model and friend Robert A. Robinson, a
clinician-scholar well recognized forhisnurturing leadership and substantialprofessional
accomplishments. Wayne prospered in this environment. He also adopted many of the
character traits of his mentor, Robbie, which he has used so successfully since his
appointment as the first full-time chief of the Section of Orthopaedic Surgery at Yale
School ofMedicine onJuly 1, 1958.
It was at this point that Wayne met Ulrich Weil, with whom he created the resi-
dency training program now in place. Jim Albright, Don Nagel, Kris Keggi and Gus
White, all former residents ofWayne,joined him on the faculty in the 1960's, and during
his 22 years as "chief" (1958-1979 and academic year 1983/84), nearly 100 residents
completed the program. Wayne has received considerable recognition for his creativity,
in general, and specific contributions to the surgical management ofslipped femoral cap-
ital epiphysis and approaches to the cervical spine, but he is undoubtedly most proud of
his residents. He has taken enormous pride in his selection of housestaff and through
combinations of charisma, skill, determination, example and, particularly, unflappable
confidence in these young men and women, he has shaped the careers ofnumerous lead-
ers in academic and community practice. For this, he has engendered the deep gratitude
of a generation oforthopaedic surgeons whose accomplishments stand as a testimony to
his success asa physician and educator, areflection ofwhich is contained in this volume.
Gary E. Friedlaender
Ulrich Weil
New Haven, 1993
141